4   SELECTIONS FROM FROUDE'S SHORT STUDIES.
cross was the spiritual sword, and to bear it thus conspicu-
ously in a deliberative assembly was as if a baron had entered
the council in arms.    The mass of St. Stephen had been
heard of, and hi the peculiar temper of men's minds was re-
garded as a magical incantation.    The Bishop of Hereford  5
advanced and offered to carry the cross for him.    Foliot of
London (filius hujus saculi, "a son of this world ") said that
if he cam a thus armed into the court the king would draw a
sharper sword, and he would see then what his arms would
avail him.    Seeing him still obstinate, Foliot tried to force 10
the cross out of his hands.    The Archbishop of York added
his persuasions;   but the Archbishop  of   York  peculiarly
irritated  Becket,  and was  silenced  by  a  violent  answer.
"Fool thou hast ever been," said the Bishop of London to
Becket, "and from thy folly I see plainly thou wilt not de-15
part."    Cries burst out on all sides.     "Fly!" some one
whispered to him;   "fly, or you are a dead man."    The
Bishop of Exeter came in at the moment, and exclaimed
that unless the archbishop  gave way they would  all be
murdered.    Becket never showed to more advantage than in 20
moments of personal danger.    He  collected himself.    He
saw that he was alone.    He stood up, he appealed to the
pope, charged the bishops on peril of their souls to excom-
municate any one who dared to lay hands on him, and he
moved as if he intended to withdraw.    The Bishop of Win- 25
Chester bade him resign the archbishopric.    With an elabor-
ate oath (cum intermindbili juratione) he swore that he would
not resign.    The Bishop of Ghichester then said: " As our
primate we were bound to obey you, but you are our primate
no longer; you have broken your oath.    You swore allegi- 30
ance to the king, and you subvert the common law of the
realm.   We too appeal to the pope.    To his presence we
summon you."    " I hear what you say," was all the answer
which Becket deigned to return.
The doors from the adjoining chamber  were now flung 35